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Sen FranclseoyColiforniay
5 July, 1550

Dear Sgmt

One of yomg officers who has been perfarming the duties
of First Lieﬁgemnt, but who hes also been with the gums somewhad,

is being debached &cdag, and is reporting, within a short tine,to
2 &wies

the SiH FRANCISCO for duby. I have mhkod him if he know what
he wes to get, and he had advised ms thet it looks as though he
would be a radic officer,

I do not believe that he is impressed with this duby, as he hes
his hosrd sety as you dld long ago, on gunnery, and in partieular,
on being a turret officer. I imow thab whatever duby you assi
g:;l to, he will accomplish thoroughly, conseientlously, snd with a

18 o

But what I em writing 0 you aboul is o ask you to assign him
to the gunnery division in lleu of radio, if possidle, IHis work as
First Lieutonant here has been of high ordsry, for such s ymﬁ, officos,
and these results have ecrned him commendations at Annusl Hilitery
Inspestion, s well ee o have given the CLARE the reputation of
being the cleanest Destroyer in Destr 8, Battle Farce, thils remark
hoving becn made after the Amnuwerl Sanitary Inspectione sgoma to
got olong very well with everyone, ond I think e will gzet along
likewise in sunnery dlvision shwid you assign him to 1%,

Lastly, a8 o matter of interest, e has not asked mo to write
this lettery but 1 have done it on my own beceuse I fesl that he is
entitled to my intervention,

I was o 1litile startled to lecorn thet dhe SAT FHANCISCO wes on
the Lcst Cocste I had seen her bullding at lMare Island, and I hed an
idea thet we "glopors®™ would be sble to maintein owr nome sake in
Vostern Oceans However, I wmderstand thot you will be back here soon
again, and I will then have a ghance to renew uy old friemdship with
you and Eleancre

Tole care of yoursclf, and with Leat wishes foar o most successful
crulse, which Tifeol confident you will have, I am

With best regards,
As ever,

Yours Sincerely,

Cormander SeReShoemaker, U.SelHe -
UeSeSeSAN FRANCISCO, P liew Yorky He¥s




San Fronedssoy,faolifarnia,
10 July, 1939,

Decr Vies

It has cans to nmy attentlion thot certaln Westorn Firms
are bidding for the chance to construck fowr or five merchant
eorgo vessels « I think you refer to them es C«le I know
nothing sbout these fims, and do not venture to offer any
corziont botween them, Howevery I have found out that smong
those bidding is the Western Pipe, Thoe Enginvering work
for this firm, should the contract be awardsd
by & fim imown a8 the United Bngineering Works, Their
principal hoad men 18 lire Ruls Churisty. v Ghristy is the
son of the HMry Christy, who formerly owvmed what is now $ths
Alamede Branch of the ﬁethleham Steel Corporation, wherg they
have bullt eargo ships in the paste

At the %ime lire Christy sonlor - now deceased-cumed
the above Alamoda Brench, it was called tho United
Works, and he sold 1t to the Dothlohem Corporztione cams
with !t a8 manager, and so romained unitll his deaths His

son is following in the old mans footatcopss He is a graduate
of Enginesring at the University of Californis, {Berieley). He
gerved in the Novy during the war as instructor at Annapolis,
- Yapyland, He also served as enginser of one of the 1200 ton
destroyers the MACKENZIE, which he assisted to bulld, and on
which he served until his resignation from the Naval Service

in 1920, is is now comnected with the new Unlted Enginsering
Works which has been performing maritime repalr work, for
possibly the past fiftoon yoars,

211 thet I am writing to you about 1s this « to say that
in my opinion the United Engineering VWorks are copable of :
instolling the englnoering plant in the cargo vessels referred to,
should they be awarded the contracte )

This letier of nine is written by me cn my own, but I
hesitated to write to you on this subjlect wntil I hed tzlked
to Tully Shslly, who has jJust been here end is now on his way
to Chinse Tully seomed t¢ agree with me thet so long as I
was in no way meking any move to influsnée your decision, a8
t0 the awords, but was merely & to cate my opinion
that this {irm, vhich has done considerable larine Hepalr worl,
was fully competent o install - 1t was alrisht to write 4it.
If you should not concur with thie I su;gest that you throw it
in the ash cans




it was nilee to see you and your mates here a
souple of months ago at tle Bohemion Club, of whieh I
happen to0 be a mpmber, and I hope thaty, should your business
carry fou to San Viego, Californin, you will not fall to
let me inowy 50 thet some of your pals may get Sogether to
do trivute Ho "gquite 2 suy®s

With best regords,
I om as ever,

Cormander IHeL Viekarg,
Loritinme aamisa on,
Weshingtong DeCe




.
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San Franclsco,, &wp@m pia,
2 3‘&17; S h “
L

Daor Covingtont § ;

A fow deys ago I talked to you relative to \the
need of a storelkoeper on board the CLARE, e have
at the present ime one storekwcper first By Horman
Re Bovman, who ig dw o dotashrent vis trens to
Bremerions Weshington, for discharge almost atelyy
which leaves us vithouk any atorekesper of azwyl1 kipdy

A soomen first was trained as his rellief, ol was
cble, but he bocame suﬂdenl&m vith lady fetar,  a
as o resuli, hs ig now in hospitol, with his Debturn
dote undebermined, bub not in the lmmedinte fubnrge

Bowmon came to this dzig as & shortetimor frim e
tour of duty on the Asigtic Statlon via the Rocel
Stotion, San Prenedlsco, Califarnia, and hos done @g
workse fc has twelve yesrs service ln the HNevy, anil:
i3 desirious of obtaining shore duty, otherwise bhe'w
ship over on the CLARK. P

I cannot impress toCstrongly the need for a n" \
storelkecper, and I request that Fou send one ower thil
wey shortly by "retwn mail"e .

Iam,

yours sincerely,

Licutenont Commander HeS.Covington, UeSeHe
UeS «S«DETROTT, - :
San renclsco, Californlae




Franelsco, California,
1¢ July, 1939,

San

Deor Waterss

atd thet 1F I Sould st iy seorgieerer out ot bestroyers,
you 8 get any store T ou siroyors
Battls Force, to ahead and got onee I talked with ’
relative Lo & storeksepor first class, bubt todote I have
received no word from him, nar have I réceived any despateh
relative to a storekeeper for the CLARK,

Yo rete on the 1850 ton desm, one storelecper
first class, and one storekeeper cleas, but we have
never had better than one storskeeper of any rates present
storelweper came to us as a shortetimer, and is planning :
to ship over far shore duty, as he has over twelve yoars
service at sesa,

Ve hed trained a seaman to assist the s torekeeper and
to £i11 in temporarily, should the s torekesper be missing
for cay reason or other, However, our seamzan wont to the
Hospitcl with Ylady fover¥®, md the Hospitel has notifded -
us that he will not be on board £ sonme weelks at the beste
The storekeeper ils to be deteched tomorrow, and thot legves me
with no storekeeper or sirilesr coupetent t0 perfom
tempamriﬁdtha duties of storekeeper - which creates a situation
which sho be prouptly rectifisd,

Will you please get hold of Covington, and get us a
storskeeper today, 80 that the necessary custody papers may
be transferred from cne to the other, '

OQutside of this "how to hwll are youl,

With best regards,

Iileutenont Commander JeldeWaters, Jre, UeSelle
UeSeSsRALEIGE




TVaSeSeCIARK (361)

San Piego,Califortiiay
26 g LY 193‘90

"Deor Cormodore™s

It nag been sometime sines you loft our good ship -
and Squadron, bub 2ll of us think of you qgite frequently,
and if I mey say so, olways in e most friondly way., Now
thet you hove gone, I may say that g1l of us in the Squadron
felt very fortunzte in having you as our Comuodors, amd
I focl confident that you felt happy in serving with us; at
least we 20pe 806

Ug left the FNavy Yard on schedule, and went down to
Sen Francisco, where we enchored for o fow doys, le were
scheduled to go alongside & docky bub we Gesired to rua an
gdditionel full power trizl run prior 0 meking the dock,
becavse we had the new true plich mropellers installed; and
wo desired t¢c find out how the ship opcrated with them «
with reference particularly to bibraticne

You will ve interosted to Imow thot the excess vibration
vhich we have &ncountered heretofore has alrost diseppeared -
much to the gratification of our coincidence rangefinder

operotorse

Our stay in Sen FMrancisco was wneventful, ¥We were
alongside Pier Noe3%, with the HMCDOUGAL outboard of us, and
the PEELPS outboard of the HMUDCUGALe Weedless to say the
CLARK slthough just out of the Havy Yard, was unguestiopably
the cleanest, and best looking of any of thd others, and
the Coptaeinfs of both ships said "how come¥,

Yo left San Francisco, and went to sea wiili the fleet
and participeted in the fleet tactical exegcises, Captaln
Dresel was quite well satisfied with our pevformance and-
cormended the Squpdrone o is certalnly a very fine and
I must say that the CLARK is once again quite forimnate
hor "Commodorel, T

' The weother ou hhe trip ¢4l was pretty bad= not
., that it was too rough, but 1t was foggy with adbout four

‘ ' miles visibllitye.




e - - 4

We have now retwrned to Sen Diego sni ardé st ths
0ld Buoy Noe95¢ which was so woll known yous The
- woather hore as usucl 18 quite fins, and £ mow that the-
.. eleven days that we eve dug fo spenﬁ hore at Buoy Upkoep,
will result in obbaining that very high standing in
cleaonliness, and upkoep, which wo slways want, and which
I thought we had dbteinsd under your Wroad coamand pennznde

I am interested in Imowlng whether you are actualily
going to Pansmae I sow Captelnm Roberts this morning om
board the SOMERS and ho asked me whether you wore rsal%z
going to Pspneme, I amswored that & heard youn were - b
that you might note Captein Roberts was interested in
knowing how you got away at Mavre Island, end I teld him that
you got away very woll ?.ndoadq He sald "Captaln Hickey is
a vory fine man, and 2 very squars shooter®, and he wenk
on &6 say that vory few square shooters wore left these

e From the way he talked I folt thet he is very

g?i's%- towards youe

We are now settling down to the San Diego routine,
end are tr for our Short Range FPractice, and for
Tarpedo Fractice ®afirm®, both of which will be fired
within the next three weeks, In addition during the s ame
timg ‘'we fire one Maochine Gun Practice, and have an RdDe
Toste

Our Squadron is the Guines 2ig once o

gelne I
sincercly hopo that we will load the"%b the other squadrons
just as we did under yous

" I hope that you will remember me very kindly te’
Hrae Eickey, who was 20 nlce to all of us, and to lrse
Crowford if she is yot wWth youe

#ith bvest regards, and best wishes for a most
pleasant crulse,

1l am as 6?51',

Tours Sincorely,




Tl ol o CLARE (561)

Sen Dhego,Celiforiln,
20 Jody. 1o50. ?

"Dezr Chiof":

Just 2 note o sey that I have been over Lo seco
the staff of Camendor Destroysrs, Battle Force, relative
%o our "EY for lost years performencs in Engincoring,
Comender Ilils t0ld me & fow days ago - hut our performance
throuchout the ysor had been splendid, snd thet it waos his
plen t0 recoemend us for s red "EY 1.% we did not cbtain the
whites "one®y I showed hin the inclosed shect which .
idicates that the VINSLOW with & clean bottom just out of doels,
steaning by herself, to Penams, bwned 26 and 27 gallons per
nile, ond then 4 months later, after le.ving Texes, end steaming
with & foul bottom, hed burned 24 end £5 galilons por miles
Likewise she made & score in lay of 149 at anchare I
showed these figures to Cormeander Mlls and asked his opinton
on themy, and his reply was Classic « "it looks like the WINSIOW
had same oil stored sway acmovhoreY,

I do not care to enbter into an acrimonious discussion with
Oporations on this Subjeetiebut + a6 think thoet you fezhm:x'.!.c'i,g

without do ¢ over fo0 ¢
o

Engineering Desk, end £ind ou

abouw

It i3 qvlte evident Lo me that if wo do not got the
vhite Tone® 1t is a demn shams, because the WINSLOW cteamed
6 months more or less by hereelf, I don't want you to show
this letter to anyboy, but the gist of 14 18 thet we should

et the white "EW, buf will bé satissled wiih the red Tone¥.,
ts got somethings out of ita

: We are steaming qyite well nowe In coming down the

- coast at 12 knots we mede 104=1/2 during the mid-watch, so
I fecl that you got the FEnglneering Departmeat in gite
good shape prlor to your detachmmnt.

Best regards to you, and yours,
I am as ever,
Licutenant AsGelfmmma, UlSeHe
Buresu Sf.ﬁ-n.ginearing,

Navy Department,
W&mﬂgﬁm. DeCe




San Die Gwm
0 25 Suly, 1959e ?

Dear Riders

Ploase excuse ti¢ briefnesa of this notey but I
want to ask you 2 sizmple duestion right awey, first -
on investigztion of owr Shipts Service was condusted
by 4w SHAY today, and the Shipls Servioco wss Found
in sxzcellent contiltion with one exceptiche This is the
exasphions=?The certificnticht by the Shipts Service
Officer on duch dealervs LAl ar delivowy involed
thet he has ingnetted as to quallty and quantity”
was found missing,

I can excuse Lisutencnt Séi:,) Fellefmithy UsSsiiavy,
because he has only had the pls Sorxvice thres weeks
but I don't seom %0 be atlo be find waore you oartiﬂe&
any bills during youwr regimes sll that I cen £ind on the
bllls are entries by BLANC ar by ARBOIM, whish say
Brgooived end enstered with his nsyw or {nital".

I fecl confident thet you must have certified
somevhem% end I desire thet you inform xa instently where

thes¢ cer .
carrivd further I can in

The second thing &F thaet I hope Lo hesr from you,
is that you got the turret you wantods

iflsations are, sc that i this medhker ig
gicata our camplliance.

Wo passed throush fleet exerclses vory successfully,
and have received several well dones,

Yy vest o any one whomd .kncw, and partloularly to
Conmander Shebuticcre

Plezse roply immediztelys
Sincorely,
Licutenant (i) DeCe RBider, UeSelie

UsSeSeSAN FRAICISCO,
SPostrnster, ldew York, NeXe




Oalifamia,
£ 1%9.

Dear Ridert

Ploass excuse the Lrisfhise of this nebs, but 1

want to apk you a simple quesiidn of you %

firat - .‘I.nvesug ation of oul Ship'a Sarviece

candusted by the SEAY boday, and the Ship'a Servz.oa

was fowsl in excelleont oomditicn with ong mepﬁian.

This is the sxvépiion, tho ecerflifisatian by the Shipls

Tovoics ot ua &“ﬁ"w%zﬂ‘z ‘:"m@“ a"“"’mm
o . &0 and ¢

was fowtd missing

I can oxvmme Lisuntensnt {iz) Felle Smith, TUeSel e,
beoeuss' he has only had the Shiplxs; rvies three we
but -I don't seem to e sble to fin;d mm Fou wrtimeﬁ
any billlg during a%mw 1thet I con £ind on the
bills 211 ere Mther bl or ‘.‘!.tzi kiled by AUBOTT « roceived
an enbered with his natie or i.ni’cal.@

I feel mﬁd&nﬁ thet you mm% hwe cari;!.fied
somwahere,y ond I deaire thot yow O xe instantly vhore
hose obraifications ave, 56 ibab if this mtoer is
scarripd further I can indlcate oux empl.tancé.

o sécond thing is thet I hopelto hear from you,
ia thet vou gob the bturret you wantekt.

We passed through flest axcmu&éx very successfully
and hsve recolved seyoral well dmeu. ' ’

My best to any ome who 1 'tuow, partlicularly to
Comander Saecemeler o Shamag & mq

Please reply lLmwmedinitelys ‘
Sineerely,

Licusenant (3c) TaCe Riéer, TeSalie !
U.S.S.S’:T TOATICISCO

,DPOSMS cel'y Yiew *Ol”k’ leXe
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San Biego, Califoria,
19 August, 1939,

Dear lMacks

This is merely a'waeshort note to ask you to look
into something for mse (hief Boatawnlns mnte,CALVIN,

about mix months agoy submitted a request for shore duty,

but, whether he sald so or not in his request, he particwlarly
desires duty in the New York Areg, or in the Weshington

Areaes Would you mind wandering up stalirs to the sectlon which
handles thisy, andi see what youc an find out gbout his chances
to 6t either of these stations within the present fisesl
yeere Should you find thet his chance is smell for the present
fisesl yeer, then whare in the United States would there be

o vacancy thet he mig:t get, probebly in the springe

We fired our balloon antiecraft practice, and so did
three other 1l850%s, stand one among them = which is not
bad, and we lLave gust completed ocur full power trial mm
successfullye Therpropellors seem to have done swsy with
most vibrations .

' Femt week weo five ghortranze and I look faor betbex

results than we obitalned last yeare Ihe MOFFETT, BALCH,

SELFRIDGE have already fired and I believe that owr

t years perfarmance was better than thelr perfarrznce
this yeare VWish us good luck, will you?

The ‘week after next we fire BeTePe"A® nsainst one of the
carriers,

Best regards to you iénd Charlotte, and of course o
my old friend Rip Strublees I hope you llke yowr new Jjob,
and that it likes youe :

As far as destroyers are concermsd, they ere aboub theé
sams, except that owr operating personnel is now below 170e

As ever

Idout+Comire AsilelicCraklkon, UsSele '
Office of Chief of Naval Operatlons,
Spyy Department,
. Washingtony DeCe
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San Diego, Californis,
e Sepi;embe;', 1939,

Dear Virterst

When 1 was aboard the RALEIGH this afbernoon,
I forgot to speak to you about the question of yoomens
The CLARK rates one chief, one first class, and one
third class yeozﬁan‘g but actually has only one chief
yooman on boaxde <Loday by order of Comandier Desiroyer
Flotilla ONE, MCCULLOUGH, yeomen first class, who has
been sorving as yeomanh secornd class in the office of
Commandeyr Destroyer Sguadron THEREE wes trensferred Lo
the RALLIGH ateff for dutye I Ikhow that IICCULLOTCH,
with all respect to you, was not anxious to leave the
CLARK, and 1t seoms to me thet it would bs a nice thing
if you could transfer him back to the CLARK for duby
with the shipe

I do not know vhat the yeoman situation is, but
1% is hard far me tobolieve that any of the 1850%s have
less than two yeomane

Ve appreciate over here, as I told you today, the
fact that you are dolng everything possible for use

If you cannot send HCCULLOUGH, plesse send us
a third class yeoman anywaye

With besy regerds,

1 am as ever,

Liouten: nt Cormander JeheWater,; Jr., UeSelle
UeSeS«RALEICH




»

Sen Pie 9 Celifo :
1l Sepberber, 1935

Dear lincs

Enowing thot you have an inbterest in the performance
of the CLARE, I am supplylng that information which I foel
you will be glad to know aboute Ve have just completeds

{a) Full Pover Trizl,
(b) Short Range Practicee
(e) Torpedo Practice A",

With reference to iten (a) you wlll be pleased to
note thet our run was run entirely withoubt penaltlss, Ior
the nonth of July we stand "two"™ in enginecring emong the
1850%s, with the WIISLOW stonding "one®, The WINSLOW as
usual was not with the flect, bub wes on & separate trip
to Seattle and returng while the CLAFK was in Fleet Tgeticse

As you pcrhops know the CLARK received absolutely nothing
for lost years performance - we received no recognition,
althoush we improved our score sbout twelve points over the
prececding yecr, ond even thoush we wers standing "one" when
we want S0 the lovy Yorde :

Some day if you get a chanco you mifht present the pileitre
to Adnmiral Sterk cnd Admirel Icary, and sug est, that in the
future, for the sake of tthe norale of the destroyers, such a
condition no longer obtolne All of the destroyor Captains
Imor that we were to cll intents and purposes robied last rears
Uhat las happeped to tle CLARK has hurt engineering rather than
im>roved ite dHatwrally we will not lay down now, but will do
our test to even improve on last yea s performonce Lowever,
the boye norale was soneuwi:at lowered when thoy discovered theb
thiey had not only lost the trophy throuch no fault of their
owny bui they hod received no recognlilion of any kind from anyonee
Cantcin Kingy Chief of Staff to Admiral Pyey Commender Desiroyers,
Dottle Force, told e that we should at least receive recosniiion
from the destroyersy but even thel seems t0 have died,

With regard o liem (b) we recently fired an excellent
practice, we made 87, of hits, vhich is probobly the hishest
ever made in the destroyers, and I think we will stond Tiowol
for the year in Short Hane Practicee The VARRTICTGH did bebter
thaon we did, but we hod one shell jom “n turret #1 on the
first fi:ing rane I feel that we should heove exeelled the
WARRILCTON il 1% had not been for this, llost of the 1850's
have dcne quite badly, because of the new rules vhich call

ole




Zor the firing of turrets i1 and #2 together, end then turrets
3 end #4& together, which mesns consldercsble smoke end vibratlon

with ensuing loss of timee

In regard to item (c) Torpedo Pracilce "A" so for as I
con sec the CLAREK did very well = our torpedoes ran satlsfectorily,
epd, elvhough we lost torpedoes in tho Squadrong none of them
belonged to this shipe Oub Squadron fired against the carriers,
YORTPOUH and BUTERPRISE and they made o most difficult targete
The performonce of most of the ships was poory but the CLARK did
cxeeptionally welle I won the ri ht to conrirol the practlee,
and as usuzl the gunnery officer was ny assisbante

I suppose thet you are f£illed complotely with war news
from ebroad vhich has some $ruth in ite Our information is very
poar, and I think very little of the broodecasts by the vorious
radio chains. Why would 4t not be 2 good idsa far the Office
of Chief of Uaval Operctlons to send out a "Weolkly Bulletin" %o
e Forces Afloat, which nishi be carried in a restricted status,
which would sunply the best Info-motion available at the time on
the European sebt upe As a matiter of intercst I explaln the
world situation at inbervals to the shints company ab quarters
and I have invariebly found intense desire among all hands to
obtaln the true giehure ce to wab 1t iz gl1l aboute Such a
"eekly Bulletin® would be in my opinion of ;jreact value to our
pergonnel as well as to the Comending Officers.

Dest regards to Charlotie and your chorming familys
Schoirma s/
Best regards to Pinlyy 8==ma@=and to Rip Struble,

If vou have any informotion thai you can pacs along
without ®lating the principles of your cifice, how aboutb
doing so?

Ls over,

Yours sincorely,

Lieut.ﬂorﬁr. AoF oliclracitng TUeSeiie ’
Office of Chief of la ::J'. Operetions,
llavy Department,
Vashingtong DeCe




San Diaég, Californing’
15 ptem’ 193 &

Please call the attention of &1l watch officers to
the fact thet they are personnilyy responsibls to the
Ceptain for proper watch standing, and also of their
subordinatese

I have recently noted a tendency on-the pert of
the officers of the Deck {0 overlook the uniforms not
only of the petty officérs on watch vAth them, but also
thobesof the boat crewse Heedless to say when mentioning
undforms I include the pistol belts

Likewise I have noted & tendency on the part of
the Officer of the Deck to overlook the uniform of personnel
around the shlpe I noted one men in perticuler yesterday
who wes without undershirt or jumpers The fact that he
care from the REID is unimportant,

There is a unifom of the day prescribed by the
Senior Officer Present Afloat every morning, and no other
unifom, execept the wearing of dungarees which are
authorized, will be permittede

Flease see that these matters are attonded toe

. R oW« BATES
Cormender, U.gc Navy, '
Cormending, UeSsSeClark (3561),




San Ple ,ﬂali.fornia., )
15 September, 1939,

LEMORANDUN FR THE EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Whet action has been token with CURIIINGS
in regard to cheocking ocur material inspection paper -
work? 1% is important that hbéhing hes been missed,

N7 BATES :
Cormmder U.g.ﬂ vy
Cormending, I’J.S.S;Clarﬁ (361) o




Sen Diego Californie
eptomber, 1955

MEMORANDUM O THE EXBCUTIVE OFVICERS

The reports of the two (2) inspection boabds
attached hereto are approved,

These reporis seem to be quite compmhen.sive and
the boa:da secmed to have done their {o‘b quite tbroughly.
I estimate that not more than thirbty (30} 4 will be
evellable for rectlfylng these defeci:s and I therefore
divect that measures be taken to- insum that all defects
are remedied by 15 October, 1939, unless mod:.izin.g
instructions are issued lai;er. fdosire that those
defects that con be campleted whille alongdide the tender
within the nezt few days be tackled firste Do not toke
any actlon on the linoleum in the officers quarters, for
the presente

Ploase koep me informed as to progreo on thege liems,

P.si.BA‘I’ES
Cormander, U.S.Iiavy
Cormanding, UeSeS oCLavk (363.).
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8an Piego, California,’
15 September, 1939,

Meomorandum ror Commander GeWeDusmer, Jre, UsSdlie
Dear Greonst

My officers wore quite delighted st your friendl
and courteous invitation, and the soms tokal of nine -{9)
officers end their wives will accept,

Those atten will bet , '
Cormander Re.Webabes, UsSells Cormanding Officere
Lieutenant and Hrse PeDeGallory, UsSelle Guineyry Officers
Lisutenant and llrse HeTolMacKey, UeSelie Engineer Officer,
Licutenant (jg) and lrs.AJReManning,USH, First Idoutenants
Ensign RellsKercheval, TeSeNe Stores Officers
Ensign J.lleFPalror, UsSalla Assbelunelrf,

Unfortunately my Executive Lieutenant Commander W HDuvall,
and wife will not be gble to attend because she has a broksn
arme Lleutenant (jz) FelieSmith, will not be able to attend
a8 he has the dubys

I am accepting for Ensign JJePalmer, because he is
avay at the lachline Gun School on the UTAH, but he should
return this weeks

In my case 1 am very happy to attend but ec I an
dining with Adnmiral Holmes at the Hotel Coronado at 7 oclock
it will be necessary for me to depert oearlier than I had
anticipoted or wishode

Pleage convey the apprecictions of the officers of the
CLARE to lMrse Dugzers
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Sen Diego, Californie,
3 October, 1939,

MEMORANDUM TOR: Cormending Officer, UeS.S,LAMSON:

The CLARK is trsnsferring under the direction of
Cormender Destpoyer Flotills One, E.Ee Kerr, chief elsctrieieons
mate (acting sppointment) to the LAMSON, I wm writing this
note to tell you that I sm not setisfied with bhis performencs.

KEFR was recommonded exsmined, snd psssed the exsmination
for chief slectriciens mate on bozrd one of the tendecrs, and
czme to the CLARK ss elsoitricisns mete first cless on the waiting
list for chief petty officere I noted 2 tendeney on his part to
be lsecking in tidiness o8 regerds his own personal self, snd I
noted in 2dditidnm th-t this quelity hed cerried 1tsalf Into his
electricrl work,

Vhen hls pepers srrived for sdvencement in rasting, I
deliyerated for s solidweek before I promoted him to chief
elestriclens mete, I wes relustent to edvence him for, in
my mind, only men of the highest qualities should be nermitted
to wear the uniform of = chief pstty officer, However, after
discussinz the metter with my engineer officer, I decided to
advance him, I cslled »im in snd werned him thet his work
todate,; from whet I hed seen of it wes not whet I demanded, or
expeoted, snd that I would watch him cerefully over his yesr
of probetion,; snd should he not messure up to the quaelificetions
of & chisf petty officer, I would unhesitently remove him from
the lists Since thet time KERR hes shown considerable improves
ment in the "IC* room where he hes been in chrrge, The ¥ICW
room is in better condltion now than it hrs been st onytime
since I have been on boerd this ship, so it is just posszible
thet the men hes some l-tent quelities.

I =m not writins this letter to upset you, but I think
you should be sdvised ¢8 to your new chief electricisns mste,
with the hope thrt, urder yoéur guldeonce, he mry becoms worthy
of the uriform he now weard,

Best regrrds on vour Heswallisn venture,
= "k"-? .Ba ‘beﬂ »

Cormender, UeS Nevy,
Cormending, U.SeSeClark (351).




Sen D&ego, Celifornie,
5 Vetober, 1939,

Desr Admiresls

It hes been quite r» lonz time since I hsve written
to you, but I went you =nd Winr to lmow, whether vou hesy
from me o2re not, thet you fre rlweys in my mind snd thoushts,
I heve planned to write you for sometime, but did not ceere
to write unless I could write # long letter with =11 the
dope ond now my opportunity hrs come to do 80,

In the first plece I must be o "Hoodoo! because my
boss in Vashington, Charlie Ross wsa down with hich blood
pressure for quite » wihile, UNow my present boss C-ptsin
Alger He Dregsel is in the hospit-rl with the s-me thing. I
herr thrt Cherlie Ross is going to be mrnager =t one of the
lasrger © 1lding yrrds, snd if this is so it meens thet-
Cherlie has not only done well =t Chsrleston, b:t thet,
ir eddition, he 1a physleally much improved, For . this,
neturslly, I sm very delighted,

In the cese of Ceptrin Dressl I do not feel thrt his
blood pressure is ss bad rs the fsct th 't he is in the hosnitael
would indicate, ILast yeser he went to the hompitel et

Newport, after his snnusl physicrl-exemin-tion beseuse of
high blood pressure, snd thls time, after his snnuel physicsl
exsmin-tion he hes hed to go esein for the seme thing, IHis
blood pressure seers to very from sbout 136 to 196 « for

no eppsrent resson, - but the doctor vesterdsy wes hopeful

of his situr tion,

Cepterin A.Se Hickey our former Squedron Comisnder w-g .
deteched from the CLARK end Destroyer 88uadron Three in errly
June, end wss relieved ~t thet time by Centein Dresel, Unon
being deteched Ceptrin Eicker told the crew of the CLAFRK, et
gqusrters, thrt the CLAFRK was the finest ship in Desirover
Squedron Three, end, in is mind, the finest ship in the entire
Destroyer Force, This wes news 0 me, for slthou-h I hed
personelly felt th t it wrs so, Captrin Hickey s=id very little
gbout 1t. He then zeve me my fltness report which wes oute
stending. Crptein Lickev is now 8t “rnems where he hrs tr-ken
over the duties of Chief of Steff. I'is job is sstisfechory
enouvch, "rt he thinks th-t his querters sre terrible. is
s very difficult men to plerse r3 regnrds cuarters, which wers
indicsted while he wes here 28 Squrdron Commender of Degtroyer
Squedron Three, for he shifted his sddress ot lessi five times
in one yesr. There is no doubt in my mind thet if he couvld
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do so he would move hisiquerters in Pensme, but, une :
fortunately, he must occupy the Chief of S&sff's querters,

wrote us r long deseription of his house, snd of its
faults, which to me wes really most smusing,

Since Centrin Dresel errivedwe hrve been throurh twe
"Fleot ft-ctics", amd hrve fired Short Renge Practice, Torpede
Practice YA, end one of the Mschine Gun Practices, T
understend th-t the CLARK's performence in Short Ronge
Proctice, pleoes her number "Two® ovt of eleven 1850 ton
destroyerss An 2t FTeP,"AY we fired szeinst the ENTERPRISE

end d4id exceptionslly well,

L-at yesr the CLARE sterted out nerr the bottom in
enzipnsering. =y the time we hrd entered the Nevy Yerd in lote
Lierch we were standing "One' for the yerr, However, we hed
o post owr-score2"or everyons to shob. at, The VINSLOW
meneged to pass us in the month of June « 30 thst the enginesre
ing trovhy went to her - the f£insl stending being VINSLOW
"One", CLARK, "Two", I trled to get soms recognition for our
performence from Fleet Trsining, ~nd erlso £ rom Cormendew
Destroyer Flotills One, becausse hed we remerined in the -compet-
1tlén we most serteinly would h-ve won 1%, It would heve been
impossivle to losc it, As it wes the WINSLOW had to melkeé
in June the flnest performence in her history to nass us, In
edditlon the WINSLOW was excused from Fleet Tactics throughout
most of the competition yesr, for one rerson or another rnd

thus she stosmed by herself e grast vortlion of tle Eevr. For

instence she wrs not in the Flest trotles from Sen Diego

to Gonelves, Helti - she wes not with the "Fleet Trctics"

coming home, except for the lest thres deys, For this resson,
and for the resson thrt the CLARK wes in everything, excepting
the homecoming fleet tactlics, ineluding plene susrd duty

during the Fleet Problem, ttie Squrdron Commender felt th- t she
wag entitled to recogniticne The whole destroyer force, =nd
meny of the 1850 ton destroyer captsins remerked to me, that

the CLAFK was entitled to the trophy, =2nd the ewsrding of it to -
the "THSLOY merely made » mockery of the engineéring competition,.
However, we have recelved no recosnition st rli,

Beginning this flscel ye-r we hed & wesk of srnoticas =%
£1l speeds ecoming from Sen Frencisco to Szn Diego, The TTNSLOY
once <zein w-s not in these tsctics snd instesd was sent to
Sesttle, and thence home to Sen Diczo, by herself, with the
result thet the July stending was UINSLOY "One", GLARK, "Twol,

The CLAFE wes equipped orisinslly, with vericble piteh
propellers such o8 rre on most ghips of iho Novy, »ut while =%
the Navy Yerd thls time these propellers were removed snd were
repleced with atreight pitch propeliers; In sddition the ships




vottom wes printed with s specirl kind of psint put on hot
so I cen not todete guess how she will perform in engineering
for the rest of the pes¥, elthough she seems to be holding
her hesd up pretty well, o

Uhen we sterted the Fleet Tsetles lrst week we snchored
on Seburdry afternoon ¢t Ssn Pedro., A dispeteh notified us
that e "blow¥ was coming up, so I fecalldd sll my_officers
from shore lesve rnd those men from liberty thet L could ressh,
The @torm sterted rbeouvit noon Sundey, rnd 4t wes really quite
a "blow", Los Angeles Herbor under its present arrenzemeng
is inedequste to properly hendle the ships of the fleet, with
the result thst the destroyers were rnchored entirely too
close together, I wss surrounded by destroers rt -toul 250
verds, fnd ot sbout 1230 Sundsy I noted thet ships were sterting
to drege I hed one sn-hor out et 45 frthoms in 25 feet of weter,
end dyrooped sncoi’ “r c~nchor under my forefoot while I wrrmed
up the engines, I then zot underway « sbout this time s 35
nile wind wes blowing, the ser was quite rough, end the ships
wore rolling heevily, As I sisrted towerd the h=rbor entrance
I noted that the ses wes pillinz up in the entrance meking
very high woves which were bresking into the hsrber, I hed
plarned to turn around st this point, but as these 1850%s do not
turn well in a hirh wind and he~vy see, I decided to zo ocutside
end tuorn eround, I noted veehts gsourrrinz home and wetéhed them
cerefully to sse thet they resched the herbor in sofety. T o
CLARK was the first vessel of the entire flest to et urderway.
Immediately after I got underway ths Cormender in Chilef, TS,
Fleot, sent out 2 dispetch for ships to et underwey ot
dlsaretidn-~ chense snchors~e - or 5o to ses in order to =vold
denger, After I hed turned sround outside I c-m heck into the
hervor, snd enchored nesr the ARGOINE, which wes moored well
inside of the 0ld bresk woter, I anchored there rng kept stesm
up, snd nrad the snsines #£ necesseory to keep undue sirein off
my snchor chain, The wind reportedly recched 50 miles s hour,
Hovever, I do not velieve 1t resched thet strength ir our
anchorasse. e noted red rockets from ships aground outside
the bresk wrter, rnd we ssw yschts with thelr salls cerried
away ond we n~ted whaleborts drifting. The Corst Gurrd dig
zocd work thet nizhte As e result of this storm a zrert meny
destroyvers lost their snchor or suffered other dems-e such
es tent enchor shenks or demaced enchor enzines. The CLARK
suffered no drme ¢ w ~tsoever, rnd in this wo weem to heve
been almost esloney I stiribute the dlfficulties enumersted
rbove primsrily to the inexporience of the Cepteins, ~nd
to the fact that too muth relisnce wes pleced upon the anchor
cheins, which in some ¢rses cearried awey, One destroyer loat
toth anchors, I =m sfreid th-t the art of sesmsnship is
vecoming = lost srt in our Nevy, ‘e sre too much in cslm
woters, The Squsdron Coumrnder wes hichly complementery
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in the menney in which the CLARK was handled during the
"vlow"” (Thﬂnk!).

The Fleot Tsctlcs wes sbout the seme es usurl =nd
there is nothing th+t I eould tell ou sbout them thrt vou
do ot slreedy "now by virtue of your experience,

Chiek Glover wrs here -esterds: -ad I hed him
88 s ~tesgt Tor dinner 1-8t nisht rt the Hotel Coronsdo,
Chick is just rbout the srme 88 sver, olthough I think he
looks comewhrt older, Ve hed 2 lot of fun together rnd,
neburelly, vou »bth cexe in to the converslion ¢ Zre-t desl,
Chick seid thet he hed kerrd thet —ou were beck in Vsshington,
so I n sd ressing this letter to your old eddress,

Admi-rl A ndrews 18 in comnend of the Eawaiien
Detachment, whick iuft todey for thelr new strtion, Thaet -
meeng thet Chick will be in iswell for at lesst six months,

I pupss, e seems to look forwrrd to this trip end his

new duty with srtisfection,” :Hy only rezyret is th-t the

CLATE is not going out elso, Rumor hes 1t th -t Squedron Three
wrs originelly sleted, but wes removed by the Cormender in
Chlef, U.S.Fleet, so I would not be et sll surprised if 1t
replroes the othér Squedrons lster orzoessomswheres else,
which God forbid.

Thin—g out here asre, otherwise, ver auilet. The t1pe
of work we rre doing 1s¥-s usurl®, Werther conditions ere
now swell, »nd everyone is m re inbterested in the Verld
Series »ell ~rme then they ere in ths Europesn situetlon,
g8 1t oexlsts at nresonte The informestion thrt we ~ot from
the wsr zone scems to ‘e very poor indeed,

hnve you resd Ceptein Ven Auken's notes on e h-if
sentury >F United Stetes N-vel Ordnence? He states
ghorein shet in ordnrnce Feli¢Cl-rk amons others broucht
shouvt remarkeble clenges in sun design, eice I knew thed
-rou hnd been eonmsched with the ermor plrnt in Charlestown,
Test Vir~inia, Yut I did not hnow thrt you hed been connected
with ~un deslizgn,

T vope thrt this letter finds 'ou rnd Tine in excellent

herlth, #nd I essure “ou thrt I look forwrrd to the dey when
T ghell hrve the privilege of dininc with ou a #in,

7ith the wrrmest personel rezrxds, I rm ss ever,

Sincerely yours,

Reer Admirel Frenk H,Cl-r'z, U.S.1,
) R el e al PR
Dresden Ad-riments, xkxConne. Ave, gt Kelorraus LHoad,"rsh
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San Dlesov, Californls,
6 Oetﬂbe!" 1939,

Dery Pote:

In June the CLARK wcs docked et Mrve Isl-nd, end
the urderwster hull w+s printed with your faney sesling
wox prints At the time 4t w's »ut on I invited your
etventlon, #8 well es thrt of the msster pelnter, to the
fact th-t the hHottom seemed roush « thet the p»int rubbed
off 1ike send, +nd I wed therefore worried sbout the
coeftTiclent of friction, I wrs informed thrt, efter
e short time, this send effect would rub off :nd the
bottom would be smooth =nd hard,

For your infomstion yesterdry the divers from the
VEITHEY looked over the botiom, =nd they repert thrt the
peint 1s stlll rough end sand 1like =8 1%t wes three
nonths 2go. The tbottim 1s covered however, with a sort of slime,
&8 rre the propelliers, The divers sey thet this slime is
somewhe § unususl, but I bellove it to be something in the

harhoy water,

The divers stcted thrt the propellers werc free of
barnecles, excepting zround the hwb, end these brrnscles

were renoved by them,

The divers further report thrt on the bottom where the
ship rosted on 1ts blocke in dry-dock bernseles »re quite
ebundants To use the divers words "ihe bottom is very
heevily crusted in asuch erers with rbout 1/2¥ berneclesa®.

I rm sending rou this Iinformetion for esiy use you
mey eere &2 moke of it, es 1t is Interestinge I would
apprecir te your corment £8 ito how much lonser we shell
heve t0 put up with this rouch bettom - althoush perhsps
I should not kick =s enything is better thrn bernseles,

One of the ass chests vhich wrs welded by the yerd
commenced lesking the other Auy -t the new weld. The lesk
hes been repoirud by the tender,

Best regerds to everyone,

Lieut§cmr. AQSQPitre’ (CC) U.S.II'
Production Division, ;
¥-vy Y-rd, lirre Islrnd,Celifornie,




San Dies California
9 Ootober 1639

Dear Miss Bartlstti-

I received today & copy of Engineering Shop Notes
No, 8, which your offige prepared, and I must say it is
oonsiéerably different from the ones we put out and mro-
bably better. Of sourse, with construction underway in
the many yards, oconsiderable information should be availe
able for publication to the servise through Shop Notes,
and it looks to me as though you had taken full advantage
of that faect.

Referring to the Bulletins of Engineering Infor-
mation which have bsen issued dwring the pest year, I
cannot say that I have been impressed, My feeling is that
a lot of information is available around the buresu, which
is going adrfft and which should be sollested and pube
1ished, That, however, is only my opinion, and others may
not agree with me,

I had expested that you were ooming out here this
year. This is bmsed on the fast that you said you were
coming, However, if you did come, none of yowr old friends

were so ddvised, The fact that you did not notify us pro-
bably indicates that you did not come, which in turn means
that you probadbly have not as yeot recovered from your 1lle
ness, If this letter be true, take it easy until you have

your strength dback again,

Things are going on pretty well out here = the
CLARK being, as usual, well ip the van, lLast year we shoudd
have won the emgineering trophy, but we hed te go to the
Navy Yard far the last three months of the year, and the
WINSLOW knowing what our final score was, passo& us the last
month and won the engineering trophy., We, although seoond,
received nothing.

Best regards to everyone,
Sincerely,

Miss Eloise Bartlett,
Bureau of Englneer »
Navy Department,
Waahington, D.,C,




San Diego, Callifornia,
10 Octobexr 1939

Dear Cralg:

I am in receipt of your letter of 28 September,
1939, relative to the approaching detachment of Lieute-
nant (Junlor Grade) Frank M. Smith, and to the non-
designation of a relief for him. In reply to your
letter I want you to know that I understand the diffi-
culties with which you are confronted at this time.
I realize the shortage of officers, and I am ready to
do my share towards the cormon end. However, there 1is
one matter which I do not think is clear in your mind,
it 1s this - The destroyers of the PORTER c¢lass - POR-
TER, SELFRIDGE, MCDOUGAL, WINSLOW, PHELPS, CLARK, MOFF-
ETT, and BALCH are 2ll equipped with two gun director
stations; one forward, and one aft; whereas the SOMERS
class - SOMERS, WARRINGTON, DAVIS, JOUETT and SAMPSON,
have but one director station. The set-up suthorized
for any of the PORTER class 1850 ton destroyers are as
follows for general quarters: The Captain on the bridge;
Navigator at secondary conn; the Engineer Officer in the

engineroon, or at damage control; First Lieutenant in
director Two; Gunnery Officer in director One; Torpedo
Officer in the torpedo directors, and the Communication
Officer handling comrmnications entirelye The eighth
officer would have the decke In the case of the SOMERS
class there is no director two to man, so seven officers
are reasonably adequate under the circumsteances.

It should be evident from the above that the con-
plement for the PORTER class destroyers should be eight
officers, and I am still hoping that you will be able to
find a good one for me somewhere. It need not be an en-

Signo

Outside of that, I hope this finds you enjoying
yourself, and not too worn out with the difficult nature
of your Jjob. Do not let it get you down; if it gets too
?eavyé look out of the window for a while, until the strain
s off.




Give my best regards to everyone sround the
bureau, that I happen to know, such as Train and
Lowey. Tell them that to date the good ship CLARK
is doing very well indeed, and could probably out
shoot the HALE - the latter orack for Captain Lowry,
who is not only an excellent sallor, but a hell of
fine fellow, in addition.

Please remember me to Mrs. Cralg, for whom I
have a deep regard, and, lastly, if you hear rumors
that we ere going to Hawail, only could you not ampli-
fy that rumor further?

Sincerely yours,

Lieut. J«Hs Craig, UsSeNe
Bureau of Navigation,
Navy Department,

V7ashington, D.C.




San Diego, California,
10 October 1939

Dear Admiral:-

I have wanted to wrlite to you for some time,
but I have held up doing so until I was definitely
certaln that you were not to be reappointed at this
time as Chief of the Bureau of Engineering. Very
frankly I wanted you reappointed, and I had hoped
that, in the end, the President would set aside hils
prejudice towards resppointment of any of the Chiefs
of the Bureaus, and would retain you in the seat
where you belonge.

In my mind the Bureau of Engineering under
your direction did quite a remarkasble engineering
feat in adveancing Marine Engineering to that high
point of efficiency, and reliability, which now ob-
tains throughout the Fleet. I thought that your
moves toward the handling of allens in this country,
and, in particular, towards the safeguarding of naval
secrets, were exactly along the proper lines, as de-
sired by our people. Some day you will get due cre-
dit for opening the eyes of everyone to the menace
of foreign powers within our industrial organlizationse.
I feel that it is a little out of the way for a sub-
ordinate to talk as I am talking now, but I am saying
here, what I have often, and freely said to the naval
high command everywhere, ashore and afloat.

I oonsider myself fortunate in having had the
privilege of serving under you, as well as with you,
and I hope the Combined Bureaus will jointly carry
on the ldeas, and hopes, with which you lead the Bureau
of Engineering. If the Combined Bureaus do this, we
cannot fall to have security at home, and securityoon
the seas I realize from your orders that you are not
entirely out of the Bureau of Engineering. I note
that you are not only Director of the Research Labor-
atory but you are also technical advisor to the Assis-
tant Secretary. There is more than one way of skinning
& cabe




With warmest personal regards to you and to
Mrse. Bowen, and with the hope that I shall see you
both soon again.

I am, as ever,

sincerely,

Rear Admiral Harold Ge. Bowen, U.S Ne
Naval Research Laboratory, .
Bellevue, Washington, D.C.




San Dm%:' c‘&l’.f@!‘ﬁié’ .
14 %o

'1?33' ? 1939,

KFMORANDUN FOR CHIRF OF STAFF:

Lsst yeer when the CLARK won the Second Prize “6r
outstending performenca in Long Renge Dey Britle Prretice
for the Gunnery Yesnr 1837, & letier of comrendrstion to
the Ceptelin was writiten by Comrender Dastrovers, Bebtle
Force 28 hersin enclosed,

Ag I om now writing fliness revoris for the officers,
T s Interested in knowing whether it Lis the inkention of
Commender Destrowmers, Bettle Foree, to write similer letters
of commendrtion for ths gunnery yerr 193839, I desire to
incluvde » copy of such letter in the reeords of those officers,
whom I consider sre entitled to 3t

T oo BATES,
Comrander, UeS.Navy, ’
Cumanﬂing, UeSeSeCLARK (561) ™
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Sen Bzegg, Californis,
28 Uctobey, 1939,

MENORANDUM FOR COMMANDING OFFICER, US SeWARRINGTON:

In accordance with our verbal sgreement of yesterdey,
you are informed conesrning the CLARK's movemsnits ss follows:

{a) On Wednesday morning we plan to stand into port
arriving off the Ferry Lene somewhere sbout 0800
where wé will lle off end recelve your observing

partys

Should you desire that your observing party be
returned thet nlght the CIARK will return to pord
efter the Spottirg Prooticse, and drop your personnel,
where you degire,

Should you, however, desire to have your observing
parbty remiin on bosrd CLARK to witness the nli-shé

firins of Destroyer Division SIX we will be heppy
to have them on board, but in this cese, the )
enlisted pversonnel should bring their own bvedding.

Should we return your parsonnel Wednesdey night

wo will prcebably return to0 ses lmmedistely afterwerds,
We would then, 1ln thet eese, return into port sbout
0800 Fridasy morning to receivs your observers for

the sacond time, =nd will rebturn them thet nichk

after firing.

I sincerely hope thant this meets with your spprovel,

Beat to you,




San Diego, Cslifornis,
30 OGtOber’ 1959.

Dary Storeht

I =;m in veeelipt of your letter of 27 Ostober, 1939,
end I em gled to say thet your wishes h-ve baen approved,
ingofer ss this commend is gonserned,

Immedintely upon ressipt of your request it wes
indorsed, snd forwerdsed to Commander Destrorers, Patils
Foree for forwsrdings I do not know whrt sctlon they
hrve taken, but it wee my understrnding from 'the Personnsl
O0fricer thet 4t would be given clesy salling, A copy
of my indersement is herewith inelosed,

~ I sm sorry to note thet your 1little girl is no
better, énd I neturslly wish jou anil her the best of
luck when the sest 1B removed, '

I would suggest thet you eommunieste with the
Bureau of Nevigation within s few &-y8 to discover whot
action they hsve brken on rour request,

Yours very twmuly,

¢

Comander{ TedS Oﬁﬁvy

R .W ‘BAE’ES 3

' Comnanding, UeSeSsCLARE (381).
Frederiek C, Stm, C‘.‘Eﬁ, UeSelle

450 Snell Strect,

7all River, Mesa,
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